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In the Matter of

Before the
PEDBRAL COMK'OHlCATION'S COMKISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554
DEC 171997

CBlBARDtJN TELBPHONE COOPBRATlVE, INC.
CTC 'l'BLCOX, INC.

Petition for Preemption Pursuant to
Section 253 of the Communications Act
of Discriminatory Ordinances, Fees
and Right-of-Way Practices of the
City of Rice Lake, Wisconsin

TO: The Commission

CC Docket No. 97-219

UQUBST POR IXTDS ION' OF '1'00

Chibardun Telephone Cooperative, Inc. and its subsidiary CTC

Telcom, Inc. (collectively, Chibardun), by their attorney, hereby

request an extension of time from Monday, December 22, 1997, to

Tuesday, January 6, 1998, to submit their reply comments in the

referenced proceeding.

By Order, dated November 17, 1997, the Bureau granted the City

of Rice Lake (City) an extension of time from November 19, 1997 to

December 2, 1997, to submit its opposing comments in this proceed

ing, and extended the filing date for reply comments from December

8, 1997 to December 22, 1997.

Chibardun opposed the City's extension request for several

reasons. Chibardun remains convinced that this proceeding needs

to be resolved early in 1998, so that construction and equipment

contracts can be finalized prior to northwestern Wisconsin's 1998

construction season (which is expected to extend from May 1, 1998

to November 15, 1998) and so that telecommunications competition
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can commence in Rice Lake during 1998.

The granting of the City I S extension request has pushed

Chibardun's reply period back into the pre-Christmas and year-end

periods. Chibardun did not want to file this request and has tried

hard for the past week to avoid it. However, both Chibardun and

other entities whose information or assistance it needs to complete

its reply comments have been short-staffed and very busy during the

last two weeks. Chibardun has this afternoon realized that it

simply cannot obtain everything that it needs on or before Monday,

December 22, 1997, in order to complete and file its desired reply

comments on that date.

Under ordinary circumstances, Chibardun would request an

extension of one week until December 29, 1997. However, it expects

to continue encountering many of the same problems contacting

people and obtaining documents and information, during Christmas

week and New Year's week; and therefore is requesting an extension

of a little more than two weeks until Tuesday, January 6, 1998.

It is Chibardun's information and belief that this extension will

not materially delay the resolution of this proceeding, partic

ularly because some of the Commission personnel handling it will

be out of the office or busy on other matters during significant

portions of the requested additional period.

Chibardun has contacted counsel for the City of Rice Lake

(City) and for GTE Service Corporation (GTE) regarding this

extension request. Counsel for GTE has indicated his consent to

the January 6, 1998 reply date, while counsel for the City
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indicated that she wil consult with her client.

WHEREFORE, good cause having been shown, Chibardun

respectfully requests an extension of time until January 6, 1998,

to submit reply comments in this proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,
CBIBARDtJN TELBPHONE CooPBRATIVE, INC.
CTC TBLCOM, INC.

Their attorney

Blooston, Mordkofsky, Jackson
& Dickens

2120 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037
(202) 659-0830

Dated: December 17, 1997
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Certificate of Service

I, Sharmon B. Truesdale, an employee in the law firm of
Blooston, Mordkofsky, Jackson & Dickens, hereby certify that on
this 16th day of December, 1997, I did send by first-class mail,
a copy of the foregoing "Request for Extension of Time 11 to the
following individuals:

*Claudia Pabo
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 544
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

ITS, Inc.
1231 20th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

*A. Richard Metzger, Jr., Chief
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 500
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

**Anita T. Gallucci
Boardman, Suhr, Curry & Field
1 South Pinckney Street, Suite 410
P.O. Box 927
Madison, WI 53701
(608) 283-1709

John F. Raposa
GTE Service Corporation
P.O. Box 152092
Irving, TX 75015-2092

**Gail Polivy
GTE Service Corporation
1850 M Street, N.W.
Suite 1200
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 265-1810

John W. Pestle
Varnum, Riddering, Schmidt & Howlett
Bridgewater Place
333 Bridge Street, N.W., Suite 1700
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
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Stephen C. Garavito
AT&T Corp.
295 N. Maple Avenue
Room 3252G1
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Kecia Boney
MCI Telephone Corporation
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C, 20006

* Via Hand Delivery
**Via Facsimile
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~Truesdale


